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But Frau Fink was unfortunate there. From eight o'clock
in the morning onwards her door bell rang and rang again.
By eleven o'clock her little flat had sixteen people in it
from all over the house.
Some of the women settled down to cook in her kitchen.
One boy brought his mouth organ and started playing;
other children were screaming at the top of their voices.
Frau Fink could not bear it. She walked out before lunch
time and when she returned late in the evening she
thought and felt that her flat would never be the same
again.
What happened in Frau Fink's home during these weeks
of bitter weather occurred in many thousands of other
flats in the big towns all over Germany.
Only three months after the outbreak of war a wave of
flu swept the country. It was dangerously reminiscent of
the flu epidemics in Germany after the last war, when the
weakened constitutions of the German people could not
even withstand a slight cold and an attack of flu was
deadly.
It has not come to that yet. The Germans have suffered
privations during the last few years, but their general
health is not undermined yet. Lack of medical attention,
however, is already producing effects which will become
more serious as the war goes on.
Every week now the Nazi medical authorities organise
so-called health campaigns throughout the country. They
are "attacking" tuberculosis, diphtheria, rickets and other
children's illnesses in the old Nazi style. In industrial
districts, thousands of workers have been called up for
X-ray examinations. But the workers do not enjoy these
mass examinations.
In a Ruhr village, four hundred men were X-rayed
in one day. Every one of them received a note stating